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CBS Newsletter Greeting 2020 
  
Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ! For years to come, the year 2020 will be remembered 
as the year that the coronavirus swept across the world. But for CBS, 2020 has another significant 
characteristic: it is the 15th anniversary of our seminary’s founding. 
  
In 2005 CBS opened its doors and received its first class of students, holding lectures on the second 
floor of Nisshin Christ Church. Since that beginning, by God’s grace, we have moved into our own 
building in the heart of Nagoya, sent out 46 graduates to minister the gospel, and matured as a 
ministry through both successes and failures. As we approach the end of 2020, I can see clearly God’s 
provision for us in the past, which makes me hopeful for what lies ahead in the future. 
  
Although the coronavirus has dramatically affected the entire world, it has also pushed us as a 
seminary to think creatively and investigate new ways of providing God’s people with quality 
theological education. To that end, we have initiated plans for a “CBS 15th Anniversary Extension 

Project” that we believe will enhance our ability to equip Christians in Japan for the work of gospel ministry. 
  
This extension project will include improvements to our facilities, upgrades to our technology, and an increased focus on 
incorporating virtual options to our degree programs. In addition, one of the most exciting elements in this extension project is a 
new Bachelor of Theology (BTh) program that we will launch in April 2021. 
  
We know that there are many wonderful potential students who do not possess a bachelor degree but sense a call to full-time 
ministry. Our new BTh program is designed to provide the best pathway possible for such students to receive the full breadth of 
theological and practical training in preparation for effective gospel ministry. 
  
Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest” (Luke 10:2). This verse is the reason this newsletter is entitled, “Harvest,” and this is the goal for which 
CBS has been laboring for the past 15 years. As we look ahead toward the next 15 years, let us pray together that God would raise 
up laborers for His harvest field, and that He would use this 15th Anniversary Extension Project to better equip those laborers.  

All for His glory! 
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Introducing a New Member 
of the CBS Faculty: Richard 
Brash 
  
I first heard the call to cross-cultural 
missions as a new Christian, while 
studying in Cambridge, England. 
After meeting my future wife, Yuko,  
I moved to Japan in 2001 to teach 
English and became involved in  
a missionary-led church in Yokosuka. 
There, God confirmed a call to train 
for full-time ministry, but it took 
many years before the particular 
shape of this ministry would 
become clear. Following seminary  
in my home country, Scotland, Yuko 
and I first moved to London where 
we worked in financial services with 
Japanese clients. We joined the 
mission organisation Japan Christian 
Link as “tentmaker” workers. 

As we prayed about a possible 
long-term return to Japan, the 
Japanese pastor who was by then 
leading our church in Yokosuka 
advised me to go to seminary in 
Japan. This was a surprise to us 
because we had both already been 
to seminary in Scotland! But he told 
me that if I wanted to reach the  
Japanese I should train alongside  
Japanese fellow-workers and really 
understand the culture. So in 2008 
we moved to Tokyo and I became  
a student at Japan Bible Seminary. 
  
Our four years in Tokyo were very 
hard. We struggled with both 
culture shock and church-culture 
shock. We were confronted 

repeatedly with our own sinfulness,  
and with our weaknesses in ways  
we had not previously experienced. 
And yet those were also years of 
growth in our trust in Jesus Christ 
and delight in his gospel. 
  
By 2012 it was clear to us that it  
was not right for me to be a pastor 
in Japan, either missiologically  
or personally. We moved back to  
the UK, and I became an associate 
minister in an Anglican church –  
St Ebbe’s, Oxford. Our five-year 
period in St Ebbe’s was a time  
of personal growth in ministry  
and leadership, of encouragement, 
and – in God’s kindness – of  
fruitful ministry, particularly among 
Japanese students and academics. 
In 2017, the leadership at St Ebbe’s  

agreed to affirm and support our 
“2020 Vision” to return to Japan 
and work to strengthen the  
churches through theological 
education and evangelism training. 
We were sent back to my home 
country, Scotland, where I 
completed a PhD in systematic 
theology. I was ordained as  
a minister in Chalmers Church, 
Edinburgh, and we moved with  
our children Kaz and Isla to join  
the CBI team in July. 

Trusting in Jesus, I look forward  
to helping with the equipping of 
leaders for his church in Japan. 

Rev. Richard Brash, PhD 

Assistant Professor of Systematic 
Theology
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“the Japanese pastor... advised me  
to go to seminary in Japan. This was  
a surprise to us because we had both 
already been to seminary in Scotland! 
But he told me that if I wanted to 
reach the Japanese I should train 
alongside Japanese fellow-workers 
and really understand the culture.”

Richard, Yuko, Kaz, Isla



Biblical Counseling Program 
"STEPS"   
  
After providing training for small 
group mentors this summer, we 
launched the Japanese version of 
“STEPS" in September. "STEPS" 
is a gospel-centered discipleship 
program that provides lay biblical  
counseling for small groups. Small 
groups meet for 13 main sessions, 
followed by mentoring for another 
6 months 
  
Many people in Japan are hurting 
right now from the impact of 
problems like abuse, suicide, and 
bullying. Every day the TV 
broadcasts news so harsh and 
severe that you want to cover 
your eyes. Feelings such as 
brokenheartedness, guilt, secret 
shame, bitter resentment, and anger 
dwell at the root of these incidents. 
  
These troubles are not unrelated to 
the church. The very brothers and 
sisters worshipping in the seats next 
to you at church may be dealing 
with these difficulties in their hearts. 
What can solve these deep-seated 
problems in our hearts? 

Do we just take a break and go for  
a walk? A trip to the psychiatrist?
Certainly, these remedies can be 
helpful. However, the root issue  
runs deep within us, and we can’t 
completely resolve it in our own 
strength.  

“The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately sick; who  
can understand it?“ 

Jeremiah 17:9  
(ESV) 
  
Only one can heal our hearts and 
souls. Only one can lead us to a true 
solution. He is the one who created 
not only our minds but also our 
hearts. It is only through the power 
of Jesus Christ, the living God, that 
anyone can find true healing. It is 
only by the power of the Holy Spirit 
that we can break out of the cycle  
of sin and corruption. If we try to 
resolve our emptiness and wounds 
in ways outside of Christ, we will 
only become more and more 
trapped. 

“See to it that no one takes  
you  captive by philosophy  
and empty deceit, according  
to human tradition, according  
to the elemental spirits of the 
world, and not according to  
Christ. For in him the whole 
fullness of deity dwells bodily.”  

Colossians 2:8–9  
(ESV) 

We believe that only Christ can truly 
fulfill and bring restoration to our 
hearts. 

Right now, the Japan STEPS 
program has 13 mentors and 19 
participants. Because of the  
coronavirus, we are only running the 
sessions and mentoring online 
through Zoom, which has enabled 
us to extend this program beyond 
Nagoya. Some participants are 
joining from elsewhere in Japan,  
and some even from overseas. 

After completing three months 
of training in biblical counseling, 
the mentors have grown close as  
brothers and sisters in Christ with  
a passion and calling for seeing 
hearts healed. Please pray for their 

mentoring of others. Also, through 
the small groups, the participants 
can fellowship with brothers and 
sisters whom they would not have 
met otherwise. STEPS in Japan has 
been moving forward with many 
blessings. Thank you for your 
prayers. 

Asako Eguchi 

CCFJ Staff

3

STEPS Gospel-Centered Recovery Program



CBS Student Interview:      
Sunghye Kim 

Q: Tell us about your life prior to 
enrolling at CBS. 
  
In 2013 I was called to Japan  
through the missions organization 
OM (Operation Mobilisation). Until 
March 2018, I served at Kanazawa 
Christ Church, a non-denominational 
church in the city of Kanazawa  
in Ishikawa prefecture. On the 
weekdays I assisted with the church’s 
education ministries (a kindergarten 
and after school program), and  
on Sundays I served in the church’s 
activities. In support of churches  
in the surrounding area, I primarily 
served in ministries to children.  
But, in 2018 I had a hernia in my 
back and returned to Korea for 
surgery. After a one-year break from 
ministry, I came to Nagoya in April 
2019 to assist with a new church 
plant. 

 Q: Why did you choose CBS? 

I knew that Michael Oh founded  
the seminary, that American 
missionaries and instructors taught  
at CBS, and that my home church in 
Korea shared the same Presbyterian 
and Reformed theological 
background. I even knew that the 
CBS tuition cost less than other 
seminaries. But, I chose CBS  
because I lived near Nagoya station, 
not far from CBS. It has now been  
a year since I started studies at CBS, 
and I am very thankful to God for  
this opportunity. 

Q: What, in your life at CBS,  
has been the most impactful 
experience of grace? 

This past year I have thanked God 
over and over again for leading me 
to CBS. I am not only thankful for  
the wonderful classes but also how 
we can learn from each professor; 
they really teach us based on who 
they are. Through the seminary 
classes I am learning crooked parts  
of my faith that need strengthening.  
For example, I learned how I have 
acted as a legalist. I thought that 
doing good things would please  
God and bring me blessing. 
Although I did not think I would  
be punished for failing to do good,  
I always felt a weight of guilt when  
I did not perform well. Through  
my studies here, God has been 
breaking down my unhealthy ideas 
and reforming them. In Christ  
I am already a child of God loved  
by God, and this is not based on  
my works. My faith is being rebuilt  
on this unchanging truth.  

Even though I should have had this  
as the foundation of my Christianity, 
my faith had been built on the wrong 
basis. When the truth became clearer 
to my heart, I felt that parts of me 
that were held captive had become  

free. I cannot forget the sense of  
freedom I felt when God worked  
this in me. 

The greatest blessing is the 
wonderful professors. I can receive 
these teachings and apply them 
down to the bottom of my heart 
because I see the professors living 
out what they teach. The humility  
of the professors increases how  
their teaching of clear truth  
impacts and blesses us. 

Supporting CBS or CBI Ministries:  
For more information, please visit 
www.cbijapan.org/fonts

Sunghye Kim 

CBS Student

Christ Bible Seminary 
1-4-10 Taiko, Nakamura-ku,  
Nagoya, Japan 453-0801  

www.shingakkou.net 
info@shingakkou.net 
Tel. 052-462-8331  
Fax 052-462-8334 

“In Christ I am 
already a child of 
God loved by 
God, and this is 
not based on my 
works. My faith  
is being rebuilt on 
this unchanging 
truth.”
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