
 

Newsletter of Christ Bible Seminary 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. It has been over 10 years since my 

first visit to CBS, and now I have the great privilege of offering you Christmas greetings on behalf of our seminary.   

At our student/faculty retreat this year, I shared from Deuteronomy 17 about God’s ideals for leadership. 

From that passage we saw that God does not want leaders who rely on power, worldly influence, or wealth, but rather 

those who are committed to God’s word and lead from a posture of humility. These are the ideals we seek to embody 

at CBS, and those are the types of leaders we hope and pray our graduates become. Such a posture ultimately reflects 

the Lord Jesus himself, who “humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” 

(Phil 2:8). 

I am also privileged to announce that at the beginning of the 2019 academic year I will be installed as the 

second President of CBS. As I look forward to this upcoming year, I am filled with a deep sense of honor and weight. 

I am honored that God would allow me the privilege of teaching His word to future leaders of the church in Japan. 

What a marvelous and undeserved joy! But I also feel the weight of this responsibility. The task of equipping brothers 

and sisters with the word of God so they might go to war against Satan over the hearts and souls of people throughout 

this great nation is one of eternal significance. This is a weighty responsibility, and therefore we need your prayers 

and God’s sustaining grace as we seek to carry it out.  

 

 

 

 

 

harvest 

 Thank you to those who partner with us in this important work through 

prayer, giving, counsel, and encouragement. We are blessed to consider you 

“fellow workers for the truth” (3 John 8). May God richly bless you this season as 

you celebrate the birth of our Savior and only hope, the Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

For His glory,  

Rev. Matthew Newkirk, Ph.D. 

President-Elect, Professor of Old Testament           

  

 

 

Let the wonderful name of  our Lord be praised! 

We thank you for your gracious prayers and support from the bottom of  our hearts. 

This is Christ Bible Seminary’s 6th Newsletter, please enjoy! 
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 Joy of Japan Center 

The biblical story of creation, fall, 

redemption, and restoration begins with the 

statement, “In the beginning GOD…” It is quite 

reassuring to know that in the beginning, when the 

full story had yet to be revealed, our Triune God and 

the Lord of all salvation was already there. And not 

only that, as the biblical story unfolds our God 

continues to be there from beginning to end as the 

Author and Finisher of our story of faith in Jesus 

Christ! 

The JOJC story began with a blog called, “For 

the Joy of Japan.” This was the blog of a young 

missionary family, the Pals, who were on their way 

to join the CBI team in 2016. Their journey 

tragically ended when the whole family was killed in 

an automobile accident. In recognition of their vision 

for Japan and through much prayer and 

preparation, the Joy of Japan Center for Church 

Planting and Development was officially launched in 

July of this year. This launch coincided with our first 

major conference where pastor, counselor, and 

author Dr. Paul Tripp spoke on two relevant topics 

for church ministers and leaders. These two talks, 

based on Dr. Tripp’s books Dangerous Calling and 

Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hands, were well 

received by over 600 attendees. 

 

Light Project,” founded and led by Christian 

businesswoman Tomoko Sacks. This training will 

seek to equip Christians to live as disciples of Jesus 

in the context of the marketplace.  

In the fall of 2017 we did a pilot trial of an 

online training course on church planting and 

development designed by Dr. Steve Childers of 

Pathway Learning. These training materials 

contain a unique blend of formal and informal adult 

education using internet technology that JOJC has 

translated and adapted for our Japanese audience. 

The CBS students who helped pilot this training 

gave us positive feedback, so we plan to offer our 

second training in the spring of 2019 as part of our 

church planting curriculum. 

We are excited and encouraged by this 

beginning of JOJC and are so grateful for your 

prayers, participation, and partnership with us. 

Thank you! Would you join with us in prayer as we 

watch how God develops the JOJC story in 2019? 

 

For the Glory of God and the Joy of Japan, 

 (Psalm 67:1-4) 

Gary Watanabe 

Coordinator of the Joy of Japan Center 

for Church Planting and Development 

The second JOJC sponsored event was called 

“A Praying Life Conference,” led by international 

speaker J. Hori in early October. This conference 

gave guidance for how to re-center our busy lives 

around gospel-saturated prayer. And finally, along 

with a local church in Nagoya, JOJC is co-

sponsoring a faith and work training called “The JOJC conference with volunteers 

Dr. Paul Tripp  

JOJC night reception 

   with Pals family 



 
Alumni Q&A, Shinya Bukawa (2015) 

blessing. Even though we all have different 

theological backgrounds we are all looking towards 

the same Gospel mission and are all rooted together 

in Christ. I was able to experience a sense of unity 

that I might not have been able to somewhere else. It 

has been a great blessing that even after graduation, 

even though we are in different churches, we still 

maintain a good relationship with one another. 

4) What kind of ministry are you doing now?  

I am currently serving as a Pastor. Recently 

two questions have been on my heart. The first is why 

has God placed this church in this specific location? 

And the second is how can we serve the local 

community that we have been placed in? I think it is 

of utmost importance to understand the needs of the 

community that you exist in as well as the special 

gifting that God has blessed you with as a church 

body. It is through understanding this that we hope 

to better serve our local community. With prayer we 

look forward to God showing us how we can share the 

Gospel and impact the neighborhood around our 

church.  

5) What are ways that CBS has equipped you for your 

current ministry? 

More than anything else, the concept of being 

Gospel-centered was emphasized at CBS. I believe 

that has helped prepare me for my current role. Even 

after working in the role of pastor for some time I still 

think this is very important. In my ministry I am 

experiencing that it is the Gospel, not merely moral 

teachings, that will save, encourage, empower, heal, 

and help each person and give the church true joy and 

fellowship founded in love.  

1) Tell us about your life before you studied at CBS.  

I am from the city of Sendai in Miyagi 

prefecture. Before attending CBS I was involved in 

a ministry called Praise Station for a long time. 

Praise Station is a youth ministry that shares the 

Gospel with and builds relationships with the youth 

of Sendai through praise, sports, and volunteer 

work. 

It was through that experience that I 

received a call to serve as a youth minister. It was 

then that I began to pray and look for ways to serve 

in that ministry capacity. Because of the influence 

of a respected pastor I decided to begin looking for 

seminaries to attend in the US. It was at this time 

that the 2011 earthquake and tsunami hit Tohoku 

and my plans changed. 

Because of the disaster in my hometown and 

my personal finances I was about ready to give up 

on going to a seminary in the US. It was then that 

God intervened and through mundane and 

miraculous means a door was opened for me to 

study at a Bible school in New York State. I studied 

there for one year and then returned to Japan. That 

was when I was led to CBS. 

2) Why did you choose to study at CBS? 

My experience studying in America affected 

my decision to attend CBS. The school I studied at 

in America had full-time professors as well as guest 

professors and lecturers. I felt that the variety of 

different teachers from different backgrounds 

allowed me to have a wider perspective than I might 

have otherwise. 

When I returned to Japan and began looking 

for a seminary here I wanted to find one with a 

similar teaching ethic. When a friend told me about 

CBS I was excited to hear that not only did they 

have guest professors from Japan but they also had 

visiting professors from abroad. My interest was 

piqued then and that was when I decided to attend 

CBS.  

3) What has been the biggest 

blessing studying at CBS? 

 Being able to study 

with brothers and sisters in 

Christ who have come from a 

variety of denominational 

backgrounds has been a  
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Heart & Soul Ministries 

 

For more information on supporting CBI ministries, 

please visit: cbijapan.org/fonts 

 

Join us on Facebook for event information! 

www.facebook.com/heartandsoulnagoya 
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Lead by the Hands of Grace 

          Keiko Nagae 

I was born and raised in Nagoya but I moved 

to the city of Takamatsu on Shikoku island when I 

married. Shikoku is known for being the birthplace of 

Kukai, a Buddhist priest and is also known for the 

Shikoku Henro Hachijūhakkasho, 88 temples of the 

pilgrimage path. It was while living in this environment 

that I began searching for a deeper understanding of 

Buddhism; but surprisingly in that search I found Jesus 

Christ as my Lord and Savior.  

 When my family and I returned to Nagoya I 

was met with the need to take daily care of my father. 

During his last season my father believed in Jesus 

Christ. He was baptized in his hospital bed. During a 

visit from a pastor my father did not seem conscious 

but as the pastor read “Even though I walk through the 

valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you 

are with me” from Psalm 23 my father began to weep 

large tears and later a great smile beamed from his face. 

I have confidence that it was the work of the Holy 

Spirit. My father was given peace in the Lord and 

returned to God’s kingdom.  

Right now I have been blessed with the 

opportunity to study diligently at CBS. In every class I 

am able to grow in understanding about the Bible and 

every day I am discovering new things. Through CBS 

classes we are being changed to be more like Christ and 

are taught to love and serve others as Christ did. I have 

greatly enjoyed my time at CBS studying with like-

minded students and friends as we love and encourage 

one another. My prayer is that I will continue to be led 

by God’s hand in my life’s journey.  

Heart & Soul opened in 2012 on the 1st floor of 

the CBI building. We seek to bless our 

neighbors and city through this ministry by 

providing a safe place that the Lord will use to 

reach people in need of  

His glorious and gracious Gospel. 
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